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I Am the Ice Worm 
by: MaryAnn Easley - (Boys Mill Press, 1996) 127 pages. 
This book is sort of a girls’ version of Gary Paulsen’s classic Hatchet. In both stories, a 
teenage character is stranded in the wilderness following a plane crash. In I Am the Ice 
Worm, 14-year-old Allison is rescued from the Alaskan wild by an Inupiat trapper, who 
takes her to his village to stay until she can be reunited with her mother. Allison’s 
upbringing in an upper-class family in southern California certainly didn’t prepare her for 
this icy adventure, but she turns out to have courage and adaptability that she didn’t 
expect. Though Allison may initially seem too “girly” for boy readers, this novel has a 
great blend of adventure, wilderness and family matters that will captivate boys and girls 
alike. 
Perfect for: Kids who like adventure stories. 
Find I Am the Ice Worm at your local library 

 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/i-am-the-ice-worm/oclc/35312778&referer=brief_results


Hatchet 
by: Gary Paulsen - (Simon & Schuster, 1987) 192 pages. 
The story is about Brian, 13, and how he manages to survive 54 days in the Canadian 
wilderness after a plane crash. Brian was flying to visit his father when the pilot dies of a 
heart attack in mid-flight. Brian crash lands the plane into a small lake and swims out of 
the wreckage. He has his clothing, a tattered windbreaker and a hatchet (a gift from his 
mother). The novel takes us through Brian’s days, how he learns patience through his 
experiences with failures and small successes: building a fire, fishing and hunting, 
making his shelter a safe one. He endures a porcupine attack, a tornado and being 
utterly alone for almost two months. This is a tale of adventure but, more importantly, it 
is a tale of character growth. This edition includes a new introduction and sidebar 
commentary by the author. 
Perfect for: Kids who like adventure stories. 
Find Hatchet at your local library. 

 
Sir Cumference and the First Round Table: A Math Adventure 
by: Cindy Neuschwander, illustrated by: Wayne Geehan - (Charlesbridge Publishing, 
1997) 32 pages. 
This book is the perfect read-aloud to introduce the concepts of circumference, diameter 
and radius. Students will be exposed to many other geometric shapes as well. Children 
of all ages will enjoy this mathematical adventure. Sir Circumference and his Knight 
work to solve a mathematical dilemma. What would be the best-shaped table for Sir 
Circumference to gather his knights? Will it be a square, rectangle, parallelogram or 
circle? You must read to find out. 
Perfect for: Kids who like numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/hatchet/oclc/15366056&referer=brief_results


 
Island of the Blue Dolphins 
by: Scott O'Dell - (Yearling, 1971) 192 pages. 
The Newbery Medal winner for 1961, this book could be seen as a precursor to Gary 
Paulsen’s Hatchet (see below). Karana is a 12-year-old Native American who refuses to 
abandon her 6-year-old brother when her island, Ghalas-at (off the Southern California 
coast) is evacuated. Shortly thereafter, he tragically dies after being attacked by wild 
dogs, and Karana begins her solitary wait for a ship to come for her. She waits 18 
years. Karana survives by foraging, fishing in the ocean, defending herself from wild 
dogs and elephant seals, and hiding from the Aleut tribe. Told from her point of view, we 
share the details of her day-to-day life, watch the days turn into years, and wait for the 
ship to carry her off her lonely island. O’Dell based this novel on an actual historical 
figure, known as The Lost Woman of San Nicolas, who lived on the island from 1835-
1853. 
Perfect for: Kids who like historical fiction. 
Find Island of the Blue Dolphins at your local library. 

 
On the Wings of Heroes 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/island-of-the-blue-dolphins/oclc/225474&referer=brief_results


by: Richard Peck - (Dial Books, 2007) 148 pages. 
This book is a funny, poignant book about life on the home front during World War II. 
There is some violence: a father is knocked out with a wrench, a girl’s hand is caught in 
a rat trap, and an old lady likes to tell tales of gruesome injuries. Families can talk about 
the differences between life then and now. What aspects of Davy’s life sound similar to 
your own? Which are completely different? Does it sound like it was fun to grow up 
then? Is it more fun now? What else have you seen and read about World War II? 
Perfect for: Kids who like historical fiction. 
Find On the Wings of Heroes at your local library. 
 
 

 
The Canning Season 
by: Polly Horvath - (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003) 208 pages. 
Ratchet loves her selfish mother but receives little in return. Without warning or luggage 
of any sort, Ratchet’s mother ships her to Maine to spend the summer with two elderly 
relatives. Tilly and Penpen are un-identical twins who are tremendously eccentric; they 
are also kind and generous. A laugh-aloud, farcical story evolves from this unlikely 
premise. Winner of the 2003 National Book Award for Children’s Literature. 
Perfect for: Kids who like humor stories. 
Find The Canning Season at your local library. 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/on-the-wings-of-heroes/oclc/69027520&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/canning-season/oclc/49627707&referer=brief_results


 
The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 5th Grade 
by: Kenneth Derby - (Holiday House, 2004) 144 pages. 
Tony Baloney is obsessed with David Letterman and is determined to be a guest on his 
show. This fast-paced, action-packed story is sure to keep the reader amused — top 10 
lists and all! 
Perfect for: Kids who like humor stories. 
Find The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 5th Grade at your local library. 
 

 
Encyclopedia Brown Cracks the Case 
by: Donald J. Sobol - (Dutton, 2007) 128 pages. 
Children will enjoy beating Encyclopedia Brown to the solution in each of these 10 short 
stories. The cases require different knowledge to solve them, so this collection is good 
for budding history buffs and scientists. 
Perfect for: Kids who like mysteries. 
Find Encyclopedia Brown Cracks the Case at your local library. 
 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/top-10-ways-to-ruin-the-first-day-of-5th-grade/oclc/54611146&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/encyclopedia-brown-cracks-the-case/oclc/80351212&referer=brief_results


 
 

 
The Homework Machine 
by: Dan Gutman - (Simon & Schuster, 2006) 160 pages. 
Young readers will recognize their classmates and maybe themselves in the key 
witnesses who describe the events (interrogation-style) leading up to the discovery, use 
and destruction of a computer that was supposed to make kids’ lives easier. It didn’t. 
Perfect for: Kids who like mysteries. 
Find The Homework Machine at your local library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Becoming Naomi Leon 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/homework-machine/oclc/61119062&referer=brief_results


by: Pam Munoz Ryan - (Scholastic, 2004) 272 pages. 
Naomi Leon Outlaw is many things: a great sister, a kind granddaughter, and an 
excellent soap carver, but she is having a harder time just being Naomi. Her journey to 
find her own true voice and reconnect with her father takes her from a trailer park in 
Lemon Tree, California, to a radish-carving festival in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
Perfect for: Kids who have changed as they’ve grown up. 
Find Becoming Naomi Leon at your local library. 
 
 
 

 
No Talking 
by: Andrew Clements, illustrated by: Mark Elliott - (Simon & Schuster, 2007) 146 pages. 
This is an ear-to-ear-grinningly delightful school story. Parents need to know that there 
is nothing to be concerned about here and lots to cheer. It’s a story that even reluctant 
readers can love, about good-hearted children and adults who grow in compassion and 
understanding. Families can talk about silence and civil disobedience. Why does the 
silence seem so powerful? How does it change everyone’s perceptions? What do you 
think of the standoff between Dave and the principal? 
Perfect for: Kids who like realism. 
Find No Talking at your local library. 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/becoming-naomi-leon/oclc/54415069&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/no-talking/oclc/76261556&referer=brief_results


 
Davin 
by: Dan and Zaki Gordon - (Delacorte Press, 1997) 170 pages. 
Children are encouraged to interact with the exciting story. When melodramatically read 
aloud, it’s a sure success. The Bugle Boy models brave steadfast friendship. The toys 
are animated by the power of imagination, and represent characters from various other 
stories. 
Perfect for: Kids who like science fiction and fantasy. 
Find Davin at your local library. 
 
 

 
Hans Brinker or the Silver Skates 
by: Mary Mapes Dodge - (TorBooks, 1999) 288 pages. 
In this enduring winter classic, Hans and his sister Gretel must find a way to help their 
desperately poor family survive. Their chance to win the coveted silver skates in a race 
on the village’s frozen canals could save them all. Continuously in print since 1865, this 
is a timeless classic of love and loyalty to share with a new generation. 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/davin/oclc/35159239&referer=brief_results


Perfect for: Kids who likes classic stories. 
Find Hans Brinker or the Silver Skates at your local library. 
 
 
 

 
Gorilla Doctors: Saving Endangered Great Apes 
by: Pamela S. Turner - (Houghton Mifflin, 2005) 64 pages. 
The veterinarians of Rwanda’s Mountain Gorilla Project make house calls — or rather, 
“forest calls” — tracking down and treating ailing gorillas in the wild. Short chapters 
present dramatic accounts of real incidents, such as an expedition to untangle a gorilla 
from an antelope snare or the rescue of an orphaned baby gorilla. Factual information 
about these endangered animals is included, as well as full-color photos of the gorillas 
and the doctors. This book will appeal to animal lovers and to kids thinking of careers as 
veterinarians or naturalists. 
Perfect for: Kids who like nonfiction and animals. 
Find Gorilla Doctors: Saving Endangered Great Apes at your local library. 

 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/hans-brinker-or-the-silver-skates-a-play-of-old-holland-in-three-acts/oclc/283352&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/gorilla-doctors-saving-endangered-great-apes/oclc/55106292&referer=brief_results


Show; Don’t Tell! Secrets of Writing 
by: Josephine Nobisso, illustrated by: Eva Montanari - (Gingerbread House, 2004) 40 
pages. 
This nonfiction text offers older students the chance to explore the genres of writing in 
an easy-to-use format. The characters and illustrations were found to be intriguing 
enough to make students want to finish the book. 
Perfect for: Kids who like to write. 
Find Show; Don’t Tell! Secrets of Writing at your local library. 
 

 
The Grapes of Math 
by: Gregory Tang, illustrated by: Harry Briggs - (Scholastic, 2001) 40 pages. 
Parents and teachers alike, if you want a fun and innovative way to motivate your math 
students, this book is for you! Tang cleverly teaches problem solving through the use of 
mind-stretching riddles. Don’t expect the ordinary with this book. Children are taught to 
look for patterns and solve problems in unexpected ways. In fact, your child will be so 
engrossed that he won’t even realize the educational value of this book. 
Perfect for: Kids who like numbers. 
Find The Grapes of Math at your local library. 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/josephine-nobissos-show-dont-tell-secrets-of-writing/oclc/48656172&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/grapes-of-math-mind-stretching-math-riddles/oclc/44118282&referer=brief_results

